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EQUALITY IDEAS CONSERVATIVE GREEN LIBERAL NDP

Support women to

participate equally in the

workforce and economy by

supporting families with

publicly funded childcare. 

Ensure universal access to

excellent childcare and

early childhood education

and support parents who

take time from their career

for child rearing.

Increase child care funding

over a four-year period to

reach $1.25 billion annually.

Create 150,000 new child

care spaces in the first year,

growing to 220,000 spaces

per year in the fourth year.

Invest in a nationwide

system for early childhood

care and education that is

built on principles of

quality, universal access,

affordability, and focus on

children's development. 

Restore and revamp the

2005 agreement reached

between the federal

government, provinces and

territories to achieve a

universal child care

programme; ensure that a

universal child care

programme provides

workplace child-care spaces

wherever possible and

accelerate creation of these

through a direct tax credit

to employers (or groups of

employers in small

businesses) of $1500 tax

credit/child per year.

Work to rebuild signed

agreements the ten

provinces had with the

federal government on

early learning and

child care towards the goal

of coast-to-coast

high-quality, universal,

community-based, early

education and child care.

Establish and adequately

fund a Canada-wide child

care and early learning

program to make high

quality, accessible,

affordable, non-profit and

licensed child care

available; enact the Early

Learning and Child Care Act

to establish the program in

law. 

Recognize that the current

Universal Child Care Benefit

($100 per month direct to

parents for every child

under six ) does not provide

equitable access to

childcare for families.

Enhance the Universal Child

Care Benefit, by indexing

the Benefit  to inflation,

ensuring that the value of

the benefit does not erode

over time ($50 million

increase per year); make

the benefit tax-free for

sole-support single-income

parents, (nearly $50 million

increase per year).

Value the decisions of

parents who choose to stay

home with children.

Maintain Universal Child

Care Benefit in addition to

investments noted above.
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Other ideas

 

Tax shift to make

advertising directed at

children ineligible for

corporate tax write-offs;

promote and facilitate

access to Roots of Empathy

Programme to every

Canadian child at

some point in their

elementary school years.

 

Develop a Children’s

Nutrition Initiative to

support and expand

provincial and local

programs that provide

healthy meals to school

children.

SUMMARY ANALYSIS: Here on PEI, the number of child care spaces isn’t the main issue: the survival of child care centres, especially in

rural PEI, is the concern. Their ability to provide quality care and education and their ability to pay educators livable incomes are at stake.

When the Universal Child Care Benefit was introduced, many Island centres had to ask for that money from families through fee hikes,

simply to survive. The lobbying group Code Blue for Child Care closely analysed promises from the parties, looking for indicators such as

universal services, recognition of the inseparability of child care and early education, strong legislative/policy framework, adequate

funding (defined as 1% of GDP as the goal), and supported by good economic policies for families. By their analysis, the NDP plan scores

very high on universality and legislative framework, high on funding promises, and strong on policies to support families and recognize the

inseparability of care and education. The Liberal plan scores very high on universality and inseparability of child care and education, high

on policies to support families, and strong on policy framework; it is weaker in its funding promises. The Green plan has strong universality

goals but doesn’t address other specifics; some of its policies to support families are assessed as misguided. The Conservative plan does

not meet Code Blue’s standard on any of the indicators; even its strongest area, policies to support families, is assessed as far short of the

NDP and Liberal plans. Code Blue sums it up this way: “The NDP, Liberal and Green parties are promising they will build a universal child

care system. The Conservatives are not.” 


